COOPERATING - to encourage creative participatory processes between "experts from different disciplines" and the
"experts of everyday knowledge ". What can the RESEARCH ARTS community contribute to the transformation of

global society towards one acting sustainably? How can we work together?
You want to be the PROJECT OF THE MONTH? See how it works! ==

JOIN THE DIALOGUE - every four months the section under the heading COOPERATING presents a new topic or
project. Previous topics and projects can be found in the ARCHIVE. == You want to comment upon or challenge the

TOPIC | PROJECT OF THE MONTH? Then visit our RESEARCH ARTS Dialogue Blog. ==

OPEN CALL

OPEN DIALOGUE

THE THEME OF THE MONTH (Jan/Apr 2014): »KIBLIX — CELEBRATE TOMORROW! The history of KIBLIX Art Science Technology

Festival«

»KIBLIX - CELEBRATE TOMORROW! The
history of KIBLIX Art Science Technology Festival«.
Dejan Pestonik

From the cabinet of curiosity to days of wonder, for the
last 200 years, public appreciation of knowing and
understanding art, technology and science has
transformed from a closed circle to an open field. The
experience of participating hands-on enhances the
experience of sharing while doing — a priceless ideology
stepping forward into practice.

Since 2002 Association for Culture and Education (ACE)

KIBLA, Maribor, Slovenia is gradually transforming the
international, technically oriented open code event
platform KIBLIX into a domain of celebration of art &
science & technology, into open happening oriented new
concepts of education, presentation and exhibition.

It all began as a business "get-together" festival,
addressing representatives from Mobile & Internet & IT
industries, discussing new technologies, especially UMTS
and the latest applications in this area, latest solutions of
safe electronic business and safe use of Internet. The
main stress was on promoting/using Open Source tools
and applications and Operating systems Linux.

During past 12 years period KIBLIX went trough it's
transformation phases from business event to cultural
performance and happening as a lab with the strong
focus on education, hands-on creation, collaboration and
sharing of knowledge. The educational program was
always addressing, on one side, emerging artists to
participate in professional / advanced workshops and
exhibiting the outputs during the festival event, and on
the other side reach outs to the public, especially
youngsters and children with various mini-workshops on
creative and playful technology&art workshops designed
as edutainment modules addressed as workshopology
spaces.

WASTE — Technology Minus (2010), Share is in the air
(2011), SOFT CONTROL - Art Science and
Technological unconscious (2012) ROBOTS &
AVATARS - our colleagues and playmates of the future
(2012), When Worlds Collide (2013) are just few latest
editions which represented wide open transdisciplinary
concepts. As a tribute to Maribor European Capital of
Culture 2012 we conceived an extended version of
KIBLIX, which included two programme units with a
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rich accompanying program: the first called »Robots and
Avatars« and second »Soft Control«. With those two
concepts we addressed two different aspects: the impact
of science and technology on the social life of the
individual, and an in-depth research into the secrets of
science, which holds the key to our future. Both came up
with numerous solutions to bridge the powerlessness of
the individual in contemporary society. During three
months with three large scale exhibitions, international
conference and symposium, more than 40 workshops,
etc., and more than 100 collaborating artists and experts
from all over the globe, it represented one of the key
event of it's kind in the region.

Followed by 2013 edition, associated with International
»Festival of Computer Arts« (MFRU), entitled When
Worlds Collide, coding and contemporary
interdisciplinary forms of artistic conceptions were
intertwined inside complex junctions of different worlds
and approaches, in the tension between the natural and
the bio-technological, the virtual and the hybrid, the fake
and the genuine principle, which — in an abundance of
dialogues, contradictions and junctions — became visible
in the form of artistic installations, digital records of
process works, performances, lectures, presentations,
workshops and audio-visual events.

Featuring exhibitions, ambient installations, live
performances and a workshops as well as discussions,
round tables, fashion shows, parties and particularly,
establishing cooperation and integration of new media
and open code platforms, KIBLIX constantly seeks to
lay the foundations for advanced cultural & social
concepts. Abandoning the exhibition spaces in it's
classical format KIBLIX offers active participation to
individuals, transforming them from passive visitors into
active participants. As such it is a unique show, offering
to the public numerous new perspectives, which are
important for the development of the individual and the
society; asking questions, providing answers, provoking
and motivating.

According to the statistics since 2005, Slovenia,
considering the number of population two million, is on
top of the European scale in the field of
interdisciplinarity. There is a stand developing in the
wider Slovenian space, mostly on behalf of university
professors, researchers, students — i.e. the educational
structures, scientists and and IT experts in connection to
those artistic segments that are interested in the issues of
understanding the present and development of the future.
We hope, thanks to more than 400 artists and experts,
institutions and companies from all over the world
co-creating KIBLIX, that we contributed to this fact.

KIBLIX was always aimed and still is to be advanced
structural platform in which artists who are hungry to
know what researchers are doing and thinking, and
researchers, eager to know of artistic experimentation
come together to explore, discuss and share their ideas.

It will go on as a global happening where nationality,
race, sexual orientation, age and political beliefs are of
no significance. What matters is the awareness that
joining forces and collaborating is a global model of the
future and an undeniable asset to local co-existence.
Co-dependence is much more pleasant once we realize
that together we form a whole.

Welcome to the KIBLIX show 2014!
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Dejan Pestotnik - is Multimedia producer, Vice president of Multimedia Center KIBLA (Maribor, Slovenia). As a manager he
is working on EU projects (IST, FP6, FP7, EU Culture, EU Structural Founds,...). With his work, he is managing promotion of
contemporary art production, focused on multimedia and intermedia art on international level (contemporary art
exhibitions, presentations, strategic communications, fundraising, sponsorships) and connecting culture with business
sector. He is author of Marketing, strategic communication and promotion document for Maribor candidacy for European
Capital of Culture 2012 under KIBLA production. Maribor was selected for this title in a competition of four Slovenian cities.
Also author of several articles about cultural management and new media art production in national and international

media.

imprint | contact



